[image: image1.jpg]



Lori Michaels – has been involved in the “dog world” since 1983.  After earning national honors in the 4-H Dog project, becoming the first 4-H member to earn an NCDA (now UKC) agility title, and compete in AKC and UKC obedience trials, she focused her attention to training assistance dogs at Kansas Specialty Dog Service.  As coordinator of the Service Dog program, she implemented new positive training protocols to help shape more highly skilled partners for people with disabilities.  She was active on several committees of Assistance Dogs International setting the standards and ethics of placing assistance dogs.  
For the last 9 years, Lori has been dedicated to the sport of agility by instructing local classes and seminars throughout the US, as well as advancing her goals in national and international competition.  She has competed and earned over 100 titles in AKC, USDAA, NADAC and UKC with both her dogs and those she has handled for others.  Lori has gained respect in the agility community for being a talented and devoted instructor as her greatest satisfaction comes from helping her students reach their personal goals within the sport.  Her training style focuses on positive methods to shape desired behaviors while developing a solid team relationship between dog and handler.  Lori calls herself a “handling perfectionist” and is always looking for the ideal balance between optimum speed and efficiency on a course.  She focuses on breaking down every component into individual training aspects with an emphasis on flatwork to strengthen communication between handler and dog.   
Of  her accomplishments, the highlight has been winning positions on both the 2006 and 2007 USA/AKC Agility World Team with her Sheltie, Skye (MACH 4 Romayne’s Prairie Skye VCD2 TDX).  They have represented the USA twice at the FCI Agility World Championships, their team placing 4th overall in Hamar, Norway in October of 2007.    
Lori has also been a finalist at the AKC National Agility Championships numerous times with Skye, and her border collie, Zoom, as well.  At the 2007 AKC Nationals, Lori and Zoom placed 3rd overall out of over 300 dogs competing in the 20” class.  This improved upon their 8th place finish at the 2006 AKC Nationals.   
In USDAA, 2007 was Lori’s first competitive year with the goal of attending the Cynosport World Games.  At the Ft. Worth regional event, she and Skye earned top honors in the Steeplechase.  At nationals, they placed 3rd in the finals of the Grand Prix of Dog Agility and their DAM team finished 6th out of 200 team competing. 

